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President’s Message 
 

     March is the month we are going to begin our workshops about putting together a family calendar.  At the 
meeting March 13, we will start to scan and edit pictures and documents we will later use for this project.  
Don’t forget to bring your personal photographs and/or documents you want to use for this purpose.  We will 
try to do as many as possible, but keep in mind, it may take more than one session to accomplish our goals. 
     I would like to extend a big thank-you to the Yucaipa Branch Library for allowing us to dress their 
display window for the month of February.  We like to take advantage of every opportunity to reach out to 
the community, to share our enjoyment of genealogy. 
     At the meeting, we will discuss the field trip to the Redlands Family History Center in May, and nail 
down a date and time.  Please begin to think about what kinds of research you may be interested in learning 
about when we are there. 
     Don’t forget to watch the new NBC television series “Who Do You Think You Are?”  Fridays at 8:00 
P.M. (see the article later in the newsletter).  The first one was very interesting.  You won’t want to miss the 
others. 
     If you haven’t yet paid your dues, be sure to get a check to the Treasurer ASAP.  You don’t want to miss 
the next newsletter. 
 
See you at the workshop at 12:00 Saturday 
 
Floyd Ferguson, 
President, YVGS 
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Vice President  Donna Hunter  �
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Treasurer      Arlene Allsopp  
 
APPOINTED CHAIRS 
Parliamentarian     Jamie Daniel     
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Sunshine   Barbara Thomas         
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*************************************************** ******************************************* 

The Yucaipa Valley Genealogical Society, Inc. meets at 1:00 P.M. on the SECOND Saturday of each month at the 
Yucaipa Branch Library, 12040 Fifth Street, Yucaipa, California.  YVGS annual membership fees are $20.00 for individuals 
or $25.00.00 for families.  This amount includes the monthly newsletter and free query privileges.  $10.00 will have our 
newsletter mailed to another society or individual out of the area.  The Editor and Society assume no responsibility for 
statements made by contributors.  Misstatements of fact will be corrected upon receipt of proof of error. 
*************************************************** ******************************************* 
What you missed if you weren’t at the last meeting! 

Yucaipa Valley Genealogical Society 
General meeting of February 13, 2010 

      
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 P.M. by President 
Floyd Ferguson, who welcomed the members and guests. 
Janet Petton read the minutes from the last meeting.  They 
were accepted as read. 
     The treasurer’s report was given by Arlene Allsopp. 
There is $1646.30 in the checking account. 
      
Committee Reports: 
Programs/Vice President:  Donna Hunter announced that 
Jeff Smith from the Redlands A.K. Smiley library will be 
our speaker next month. 
Newsletter:  Editor Jamie Daniel reported that there are now 
23 newsletters going out by U.S. Mail, and 29 by email.  
Please check with Jamie if you are not receiving your 
newsletter. 
Membership:  Marg Polich reports that our membership is 
now standing at 31, with 5 new members. 
Welcome:  Terry Brown introduced new members and 
guests. 
Sunshine:  Barbara Thomas requested that members let her 
know when others need cards. 
Historian:  Barbara Cogorno asked for any news clippings 
and pictures of members. 
 

Announcements:  Floyd Ferguson announced that we 
would be using the questionnaire to choose possible 
speakers, and we would discuss this at a future meeting.  He 
also talked about members helping new researchers in other 
venues. 
     Floyd reminded members that yearly dues should be paid 
as soon as possible. 
     In March, the workshop starting a 12:00 will be about 
scanning pictures and documents into the computer.  Three 
members are bringing scanners, and all members are asked 
to bring a document or picture they would like to scan and 
download to the computer. 
 A discussion was held of the feasibility of a field 
trip to the Family History Center in Redlands in May.  An 
announcement will be made as to day and time at the March 
meeting. 
     
      After the break, Dianna Rounds spoke about the 
research helps available at the Family History Center. 
      
The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 P.M. 
      
Respectfully submitted, 

Bonnie Brown, 
Secretary  
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REMINDER!  REMINDER! 
 

Membership fees are due in January:  $20.00 for 
individuals and $25.00 for families.  Please pay at the 
upcoming meeting or remit to: YVGS, P.O. Box 32, 

Yucaipa, CA  92399-0032 
 

Please remember dues are payable on or before 
January 1st.  Members who do not pay by the March 

General Meeting will be removed from the 
membership rolls and will not receive a newsletter.  

Don’t let this happen! 
 

REMINDER!  REMINDER! 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 
 

Family History Center 

Located at 5th and Wabash in Redlands 
Hours:  

Tuesday - Saturday  
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

Tuesday, Wednesday, Sunday 
6:00p.m. to 9:00p.m. 
New Thursday Hours: 

Groups by appointment only. 
 

FHC Telephone Number: 909.794.3844 
 
 

 
 
Editor’s note:  Here is the next in the series on New Year’s 
Resolutions.  It is a bit short, so I have tried to find a list of local 
seminars and classes, included a new book or two…and I always 
list the Family History Center class of the month, as well as the 
Hemet-San Jacinto mini seminars. 
 
Take a Class or Learn a New Research Skill  
Whether you are a novice or have been researching 
your family for over 20 years, there is always 
something new to learn. Get out of your research rut by 
taking a genealogy class, attending a conference, 
reading a new genealogy book or learning about a new 
research skill online. Maybe you have been intimidated 
by land or probate records, or have been meaning to 
tackle your ancestors from Germany. During the next 
year, make it a point to read and educate yourself about 
at least one new research technique and then use it to 
find out something new about your ancestors. There 
are hundreds of free resources for learning right on the 
Internet so you have no excuse for not trying 
something new! 
(Do you notice I have repeated the local seminars and classes 
from the coming events?  There is no excuse for any of us not to 
learn something new!) 
 
1. Wednesday March 17, 2010 at 10:30 A.M. in the Hemet 
Public Library conference room. For more information 
inquire in the Heritage Room or call (951) 765-2372   
Topic: “Familysearch.org and Pilotsearch” 
 
2. Sunday, March 28, 2010 at 7:00 P.M. Genealogy 
Research Class of 2009 at Family History Center 5th and 
Wabash in Redlands.  
Topic:  “Beginning PAF” 
Speaker:  Dianna Rounds 
 
 
3. Wednesday, April 7, 2010 at 10:30 A.M. in the Hemet 
Public Library conference room. For more information 
inquire in the Heritage Room or call (951) 765-2372      
Topic: Learn about old photographs 
 



4. 41st Annual Genealogy Jamboree presented by 
Southern California Genealogical Society—June 11-
June 13 at the Burbank Airport Marriott and 
Convention Center.  Free Webinar on “How to get the  
most out of the Jamboree” on March 27.  Go to 
http://genealogyjamboree.blogspot.com/ for more 
information. 
 
5.  Check out the current and archived webinar videos 
on ancestry.com  There are several interesting topics. 
 
6.  Book:  Google Your Family 
Tree by Daniel Lynch.  You have 
heard several of our members 
discuss this book.  Here are what 
some reviewers have to say: 

"Easily the most important 
technology book for genealogists written in 
more than a decade. This is a must read for anyone using the 
Internet — for family history or any other reason!" 
Dan Taggart, Co-Founder, Ancestry.com, Inc. 

"This is a fabulous book and it's going to become, I think, 
a standard in the industry. I just finished reading it today — it's 
incredible. It's up there with Elizabeth Shown Mills Evidence book 
... it will be in every major professional researcher's library and 
hopefully most of the beginners ... I think it's a great book!" 
Mary Slawson, Professional Genealogist and Host of KSL Radio's 
"Relatively Speaking" 

"If you thought you knew how to use Google, think again. 
Lynch's book will teach even experienced Google genealogists 
new tricks. It's a must-have for any family historian (and anyone 
else) who wants to find information online." 
Maureen Taylor, The Photo Detective 

"Dan Lynch has done a splendid job of unlocking the 
power of Google, sometimes showing us how to use basic tools 
more effectively and other times by revealing lesser known 
features of Google. With Lynch's book, mastery of Google has 
finally become possible." 
Halvor Moorshead, Founder, Moorshead Magazines, Ltd. 
Publishers of Internet Genealogy, Family Chronicle, History 
Magazine, and Discovering Family History 
 
7. Book:  Hidden Sources: 
Family History in Unlikely 
Places by Laura Szucs Pfeiffer. 
     Family history researchers are 
accustomed to searching among vital 
records, censuses, and other 
commonly used sources, but there 
are any number of more obscure 
sources that can lead researchers to crucial information. 
Hidden Sources tackles these other sources and helps you 
know how they can help you.  
     Laura Szucs Pfeiffer gives an overview of sources that 
are often overlooked, such as bankruptcy records, special 
censuses, employment records, and coroners’ records. Then 
she discusses where these records can be found, offers 
options for locating these records via the Internet, and 
provides a selected bibliography of background information 
and methodology. 
 

8.  And in honor of St. Patrick’s 
Day, one last book:�Finding 
Your Irish Ancestors: A 
Beginner's Guide 
     Finding Your Irish Ancestors: A 
Beginner’s Guide is the ultimate 
resource to help you learn if the 
luck of the Irish is in your blood or 
not. This easy-to-use guide will teach you to make use of 
the many Irish family history records that have become 
available in recent years.  
     Explore the best family history sources in Ireland, 
including birth, marriage, and death records; church 
records; census records; and much more. Finding Your Irish 
Ancestors will help you discover Internet sites for searching 
Irish heritage and prepare for a successful family history 
trip to Ireland. 
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                               Limerick 
 

There was an Old Man of Kilkenny, 
Who never had more than a penny; 
He spent all that money, 
In onions and honey, 

      That wayward Old Man of Kilkenny 
 

Deadline for articles for the newsletter: 
     Thursday 

    Before the first Saturday of the month. 
      If you have articles, pictures or essays you      
        would like to contribute to the newsletter,  
        please contact the editor, Jamie Daniel, at:  

    jamiedaniel33@gmail.com 
       or 

    909 792-2962 
      or 

   P.O. Box 32 
Yucaipa, CA 92399-0032 
                  Limerick 
There was a young lady of Cork 
Whose Pa made a fortune in pork. 
He brought for his daughter  

A tutor who taught her 



        To balance green peas on her fork. 
 

Did you know? 
HEMET-SAN JACINTO 

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY  
has 

Ancestry.com Lessons  
Every  

Wednesday & Friday  
@ 3:30pm  

in the  
Heritage Room  

at the 
Hemet  

Public Library 
 
 

Limerick  
A silent young man from west Mayo 

Had nothing he wanted to say-o. 
Was questioned all night, 

Held his lips squeezed up tight. 
So I guess that he had his own way-o. 
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Limerick 
A young lass from old 
County Down 

Was arrested for painting the 
town. 
“It just got in me head to go paint 
the town red.” 
Which she did in her night-
sleeping gown . 

 
Don’t forget!  

We’re selling Stater Bros. 
Gift cards at the meeting.   

The Society receives a percentage back 
from Stater’s…and everyone needs 

groceries!  

 
 

 

Saint Patrick’s Day 
History 

     St. Patrick's Day is celebrated on March 17, his religious 
feast day and the anniversary of his death in the fifth 
century. The Irish have observed this day as a religious 
holiday for over a thousand years. On St. Patrick's Day, 
which falls during the Christian season of Lent, Irish families 
would traditionally attend church in the morning and 
celebrate in the afternoon. Lenten prohibitions against the 
consumption of meat were waived and people would dance, 
drink and feast—on the traditional meal of Irish bacon and 
cabbage. 

The First Parade 
     The first St. Patrick's Day parade took place not in 
Ireland but in the United States. Irish soldiers serving in the 
English military marched through New York City on March 
17, 1762. Along with their music, the parade helped the 
soldiers reconnect with their Irish roots, as well as fellow 
Irishmen serving in the English army. 
Over the next 35 years, Irish patriotism among American 
immigrants flourished, prompting the rise of so-called "Irish 
Aid" societies like the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick and the 
Hibernian Society. Each group would hold annual parades 
featuring bagpipes (which actually first became popular in 
the Scottish and British armies) and drums. 
     In 1848, several New York Irish Aid societies decided to 
unite their parades to form one New York City St. Patrick's 
Day Parade. Today, that parade is the world 's oldest 
civilian parade and the largest in the United States, with 
over 150,000 participants. 
     Each year, nearly three million people line the 1.5-mile 
parade route to watch the procession, which takes more 
than five hours. Boston, Chicago, Philadelphia and 
Savannah also celebrate the day with parades involving 
between 10,000 and 20,000 participants. 

The Chicago River 
     Chicago is famous for a somewhat peculiar annual 
event: dyeing the Chicago River green. The tradition started 



in 1962, when city pollution-control workers used dyes to 
trace illegal sewage discharges and realized that the green 
dye might provide a unique way to celebrate the holiday. 
That year, they released 100 pounds of green vegetable 
dye into the river—enough to keep it green for a week! 
     Today, in order to minimize environmental damage, only 
40 pounds of dye are used, making the river green for only 
several hours. Although Chicago historians claim their city's 
idea for a river of green was original, some Savannah 
natives believe the idea originated in their town. They point 
out that, in 1961, Savannah mayor Tom Woolley had plans 
for a green river. Due to rough waters on March 17, the 
experiment failed, and Savannah never attempted to dye its 
river again 

Wearing of the Green Goes Global 
     Today, St. Patrick's Day is celebrated by people of all 
backgrounds in the United States, Canada and Australia. 
Although North America is home to the largest productions, 
St. Patrick's Day has been celebrated in other locations far 
from Ireland, including Japan, Singapore and Russia. 
     In modern-day Ireland, St. Patrick's Day has traditionally 
been a religious occasion. In fact, up until the 1970s, Irish 
laws mandated that pubs be closed on March 17. Beginning 
in 1995, however, the Irish government began a national 
campaign to use St. Patrick's Day as an opportunity to drive 
tourism and showcase Ireland to the rest of the world. Last 
year, close to one million people took part in Ireland 's St. 
Patrick's Festival in Dublin, a multi-day celebration featuring 
parades, concerts, outdoor theater productions and 
fireworks shows. 
     Whether you're Irish or not, chances are you've 
celebrated St. Patrick's Day one way or another. And why 
not? St. Patrick's Day is pure fun. Green clothes. Green 
food. Green beer. (Green under the gills.) And what better 
way to enhance this celebration than with funny Irish 
poems? 
     Somehow, there are more symbols of Ireland than there 
are of other European countries, and these symbols make 
for great funny Irish poems. France has the Eiffel Tower, 
and maybe a beret; Germany has the pointy WWI helmet; 
and England has those bushy beefeater hats and Big Ben. 
But Ireland, Ireland has a treasure trove of symbols, all 
perfect for funny Irish poems. 
     Leprechauns. Consider the legendary leprechaun. Think 
"Lucky Charms" to get the right image. Leprechauns are not 
so much about luck as about the fantasy of instant wealth. 
Leprechauns, two-foot-high cobblers (shoemakers), are 
cranky old fairy-men rumored to each own a "pot of gold." 
These tricky little guys have to give up their gold so long as 
you can keep them in your sights. But if you are tricked into 
looking away, the leprechaun vanishes. 
 Blarney. And talk about Blarney! Blarney is the Irish gift 
of persuasive gab. The best way to get it, according to 
legend and lore, is with a kiss of the Blarney Stone. The 
Blarney stone is set in the base of the Blarney Castle, in 
Blarney, Ireland. Many of us don't travel so far for this gift 
of gab and instead buy a bottle of it at the corner market. 
     Shamrocks. What would St. Patrick's Day be without a 
shamrock? You might think that a shamrock must have four 
leaves, but you'd be mistaken. While many people do 
believe that a four-leaf clover is particularly lucky, the 

official shamrock is the classic three-leaf variety. St. Patrick 
himself used the three-leaf shamrock to explain the Trinity, 
somewhere during the 400s AD, while a missionary in what 
is now Northern Ireland. You have to wonder if he did his 
explaining at the pub, or if he had any inkling of the holiday 
that would evolve in his name. 
     Limericks. If you're thinking funny Irish poems, you're 
probably thinking limericks. But the truth is that the 
limerick form was first made popular in England because of 
the famous nonsense-writer, Edward Lear. However, a good 
funny Irish poem can always be written as a limerick or in 
any poetic form. 
     Fun. The most important element of a secular 
celebration of St. Patrick's Day is fun! (Yes, many Irish do 
attend church for this holiday. Really.) in addition to the 
parties, the food, the friends and the green beer, it's good to 
also include the pure free fun of funny Irish poems. 
 
Happy St. Paddy's Day to you! 

 

 

     Don’t forget to watch “Who Do You Think You 
Are?”  Fridays at 8:00 P.M. on NBC for seven weeks, 
beginning March 5.  The first one was very exciting, 
with Sarah Jessica Parker learning about one ancestor 
who followed the Gold Rush, and another who was 
accused of being a witch, during the Salem Witchcraft 
Trials (March 12th Emmitt Smith). 
     From executive producer Kudrow ("Friends," "The 
Comeback") in conjunction with her production company Is or 
Isn't Entertainment and the U.K.'s Wall to Wall productions, the 
series - an adaptation of the award-winning hit British television 
documentary series - will lead celebrities on a journey of self-
discovery as they unearth their family trees that reveal surprising, 
inspiring and even tragic stories that often are linked to crucial 
events in American history. 
…"This show personalizes history and turns it into a gripping 
narrative," said Kudrow. "The most striking thing about the show 
is the realization of how connected we all are."  
     Each episode will take viewers on an emotional, personal - and 
often mysterious - quest following one of America's best-known 
celebrities into his or her past, sharing the celebrity's surprise as 
they uncover stories of heroism and tragedy, love and betrayal, 
secrets and intrigue that lie at the heart of their family history.  
     At the same time, the series celebrates the twists and turns of a 
developing great nation and the people who made their way here 
in search of freedom and opportunity. As each one discovers their 
unknown relatives - most of whom overcame hard times - the 
show will take the audience back into world history to expose 
how the lives of everyone's collective ancestors' have shaped 
today's world.  
 
 



 



 





Tribute to St. Patrick’s Day  

May your neighbors respect you, trouble neglect you, the angels protect you, and heaven accept you. 
May the Irish hills caress you. 
May her lakes and rivers bless you. 
May the luck of the Irish enfold you. 
May the blessings of Saint Patrick behold you. 

 
Oh, the music in the air! 

An' the joy that's ivrywhere - 
Shure, the whole blue vault of heaven is wan grand triumphal arch, 

An' the earth below is gay 
Wid its tender green th'-day, 

Fur the whole world is Irish on the Seventeenth o' March! �
                                                                                   ~Thomas Augustin Daly�
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